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Some were on war service even before there
But go back farther than the end of August, 1939, read
Powell’s foreword to How Girls Can Help 1he Empire,
ed in 1912: —

irl Guides is an organisation for character training. . . .
to get girls {o learn how to be women—self-helpful, happy,
‘and capable of keeping good homes and of bringing up

dy this training has been found attractive to all classes, bul
ly to those by whom it is so vitally needed—the girls of
and of the alleys of our great cities, who, after they
ol, get no kind of restraining influence, and who, neverthe-
Y be the mothers, and should be the character trainers, of
of our nation.”’ i
n to B.-P. himself, writing the foreword to an edition of
ublished after the last war: —
war, in spite of all its evils, did one great good. It
men their opportunity for showing their pluck and intelli-
‘their capability for taking on tasks which so far had been
eyond their powers.- They rose to the situation and
their country in the time of its need. y
ey placed themselves in a mew light, on a new plane in
er, which is all the more important, secing that in Great
outnumbered the men by two millions, and also form
voters in Parliament, thus constituling a new and
a{k power in the land. |
situation, wilh ils new responsibililies, has, however,
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come wpon them with considerable suddenness, and they are only
gradually settling down (o it.

\ that SN E 1 They need an improved educalion (o
l exactly i ted mm“::nrognn"“" meaning, N“"o"‘5|'l“$:!rsi:;‘n‘ enable them to adjust themselves to the new conditions, particularly
: - are °n' ervice of the Nation, therelorn' to say' ’/"“,’r”’r"'l‘,‘(:ll:n'(Imu of the development of character and unselfish
** T his sounds

easy, but in these

days  when  the

Press wireless and
cinematograph
filpis are all to the
fore  with  their
mass suggestion,
and there are ever-
mcreasing  facili-
ties for unprofitable
pleasure, it is not
50 easy as it sounds

““ Whereas, with
a real tramming in
indwvidual charac-
Ler to repress herd
umpulse and recog-
nise the oppor-
tunities of service
for thetr country,
these same girls
can IUY"I an army
of patriotic women
such as has mever
been seem before,
and which can help
to. pull our old
country—and  in-
deed  our whole
commonwealth
—out of the mud

““There is another point. I cannot sufficiently emphasise the
unportance of Nature love and its essential place in our programme.
There may be a tendency to attach in its stead too great value to
signalling and drill, etc. :

“But our is aim is:—Character Development ~ towards Happy

. Citizenship through natural rather than
through artificial means. "

It seems to me that these two forewords give us our position in a
nutshell. Miss Baden-Powell. writing in time of peace, makes ‘lear
the importance of training in homecraft for the home-makers of the
future; her brother, our Founder, writing just after what was then
the world’s greatest upheaval, pays tribute to the part which women
can play as war workers, and then leads us forward into the future
and, at the same time, back, back to the essential aims of Guiding,
which were designed to fulfil the greatest need of the nation at that
time—the training of women who were fitted in every way to shoulder
the responsibilities of citizenship. There could be little hope for the

future of the race if the mothers of future generations had no under-
standing of homecraft, child welfare and hygiene. But the Chief
Scout, with his gift of vision, saw that women’s place would, from
that time on, no longer be solely in the home. There were too many
of them, in the first place, and the war had proved them capable of
carrying responsibilities in a far wider field of service. As children
they must be given the training which would fit them to shoulder
their responsibilities in the sphere for which they are best suited.
Guiding was just such a training. It aimed, first and foremost, at
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rincess Royal examining some of the woven work and

a basket, at the Exhibition.

and they have learned long patience in the hours of careful weaving.
Surely they must have experienced, when the task
onl *iary Plete, that satisfaction which is the reward of creative endeavour
ecoseViVInG careiaqid s suc

was at last com-

cessful result?
as old as Eden, but embroidery is at least as old as
sations.  Some of the most beautiful woik in _the
Exhibition was carried out in that simple ‘‘ double running ** stitch
which is familiar to every student of ancient Egypt, which appears
for our iy glq Coptic and Turkish relics and which has still the mark of true
ing to the 1’;: ;L"é‘ crafttslmanhship on it, inhsobml;:Ch t(tlxat, fztu}'Jthffx;nytcm;:;ed out, ts:t is
r beli Al gxactly the same on the back and on the front. resents no
o beheved_that all Cbaracizrtbuudmg should faqadey to the world. The child who has learned to %o running
e t'?]nd. the right expertly has kinship with the mason in the old Gothic cathedral, who
as seems probable inte, PPOSItION  carved the back of the pillar, which would never be seen, as faith-
= o antegrity is the fully as the front, which was open to all men's view.

Very close to double running for antiquity comes cross-stitch, and
oth found a second flowering of all their glory in th; Rena.ismncteh in
: i na; : Brought to our country in the seventeent century, they

the exhibits of spinning, dying, and weaving_ ! 3 g RGat: ' £

which woman  concerned hgrse] £ Couugcry :::geuig ::)f: of those interesting modifications which are the expres

G 1i f th fts oman.
g this work from the beginning; they have  Whereas inft Ty i e S e

Italy almost all

the designs were formalised birds or

learning :
eal mthutg;a wool ﬂrom the sheep’s back to their  animals, our natie designs spread themselves out, became far less
ﬂghha € age-old processes of cleaning, card- conventionalised, and introduced a wealth of plant imagery. There
‘they have discovered how to use vegetable dyes, were good specimens of both types of work in the Exhibition, and

[Photo: Keystone,

also the fascinating drawn fabric, which is
giving so many Guides at the moment a
sense of mastery over material and delight
in simple design. It is interesting to note
in this connection, that here, again, the
need of the moment is modifying the
original pattern or design. In the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries these
drawn fabric designs were almost entirely
floral, but we, to-day, are introducing
geometric figures, with extremely satisfy-
ing results.

Standards, glowing with colour, expert -
in needlework and correct in heraldry,
were among the most popular exhibits.
They are a peculiarly Guide craft, and are
valuable because they teach so much to
the company embarking on the perilous
effort of making one. They open a door
not only to heraldry, ‘with all its
chivalrous associations,” but they call for
knowledge of material, needlework, and
for that spiritual restraint which can
choose the suitable rather than the pre-
tentious or the unsuitably gorgeous, '

We all owe a debt of gratitude to Mrs.
Brash. Handwork Secretary for Scotland,
who gave Up more than a week of her
time to arranging and running the Exhibi-
tion, and was to be found every day pre-
siding over it, explaining, ins: iring, and
challenging those: !a.int-hearl:eg folk who
came, admired, but shook the head,
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2. For Gwiders n :
A certificate of merit to be designed on a
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and Guides. :
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Road, SW.1, by the end of the first week in

Parcels should be labelled ** Lone Competition.”

WHAT TO EXPECT AT FOXLE

June =nd-th—Geveral. A t 2
June 15th-19th—Hertfordshire Comunls-
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