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in the conntry. The needs of city children,
and the benefits of such an onting are only
so0 obvious,  Few prople roaliss, howeter,
thnt the country ohild 18 in as great, if not
groater nood.

People living i t

2

he cities, even ﬂmu.gh
they are country born, have the misenies
of the cities &t their doors, and are only
too apt to make all their gifts of money
and sarvioe to city charities and organisas
When the social worker asks the
country born man for moncy 1o scnd
children out of town for an outing. he
gladly gives it, for he remembers his own

bovhood, the hunting and fishing trips,

the glorious ache of hunger and slecpiness
after a long day in the woods. and he
fecls sorry for all those who h:n:e
not known those things too. But thereis
snother side of his boyhood he has for-
gotten, or pushed into the background of
his memory. He has forgotten his
mother's chronic weariness with the cease-
Jess round of work in the honse and yard
behind, espacially in the winter, when
nothing passed on the road to give colour
to her day. He seldom thinks now of the
school house—how bitter cold it was
early in the morning, how, as it slowly
grew warmer it grew stuffier and stuffier
until he could hardly keep his eyes open.
Then there was Mary, who sat next to
him &t school. When she first came she
was one of the brightest of the scholars,
but as she grew older she became thin and
Fretful. She said she * had the tooth-
ache awful,” so that she hated to eat,
and half the time she *couldn’t sleep at
nights.” Her mother and two older
sisters had had 1o wear false teeth when
they were twenty, and she guessed she
would too, She would be glad when she
did, because false teeth wouldn't ache.

But these things the man does not
remember now. He feels that health and
happiness are the only things consistent
with the scenery and air of the country.
He does not think that among the green
hills lie ignorance, poverty and ill-health,
ay bad as on the darkest city streets,
These things are only the more serious
becauss they are hidden and unnoticed,

Even to those who realised that all
was not well with the country children
there seemed no way to help them.
‘What could be done when they lived miles
apart, and could not possibly be brought
together, as canscity children, in afternoon
classes, or clubs, or Guide mectings?
A few years ago, however, somecone
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This seemed an excellent suggestion,
and we determined to act upon it. We
interested the school superintendent of
a typical farm and lumber county in
Vermont in the idea, and he let us come
with him, when he went on his rounds
of the schools, that we might see and talk
to the children. We went with the school
superintendent in his Ford, up and up
hill, and down again, and through miles
of forests, to the various rural school
houses.  The schools were generally built
on a cross-roads, apparently miles from
any houses, and were one-room, wooden
buildings, with the teacher’s desk on a
platform at one end, a stove in the middle,
and desks for twenty or so scholars,
At the first school we came to the children
were practising for the “last day of
school celebrations,” and were lined up
on the platform, reciting a poem, and
wriggling their bare toes over the edge of
the platform as they recited. Their
ages varied from six to sixteen, and in
this school, as in so many, there were not
more than two or three of the same
age.

After talking to the children in the
schools we went to the homes of those
whom we thought most likely to come to
camp.  We blessed the inventor of Fords,

o other car could have
:’;.:- ’lrlp:’ we took. In the ‘;?11.3 c
ronds were atill soft ‘mm',, .
thaw and we grew very expsr a'
the muddy stn"mhes, and, :
{oundered, working the t:lar :g"
mud by laying stones um er‘
The mountain ronds wenb up o:a ich
gtretches, that we would huve_ ato
¢ nt intervals to let the boiling
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cool down, and we learned to stop
every spring to give the thirsty engin
drink. However, we followed the
according to the directions given us a
post-office general store (it is the
of all gossip, and the post master |
keeper knows everyone and every
in the faith that all roads must lead
where. Also, once we set out on one
those narrow roads, it was exceedi
difficult to turn back. When our
in even getting anywhere had rea
reached a low ebb, we were very ap
meet a chicken in the middle of the r
It would rush at us in fascinated horn
and then vanish down the side of the ro
minus two tail feathers. But we
bump on with fresh courage, for
dove, to Noah, so the chicken was t
a symbol of hope. It meant hab:
was near. If the habitation pro
be the house we sought, our real task,
persuading the family to let their
come to camp, would then begin,
Of course, the families varied
and the objection to letting the girls
camping varied with the family.
Almost all objected at first—who »
not object if confronted by two -
:md an unheard of proposal like o
The most common and diffienlt o’b%
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